
What use is the DAWN VTE module? 

Dr Jane Strong, Consultant Haematologist, University Hospitals of Leicester NHS 

Trust 

 

Dr Strong gave a progress update on the development of the DAWN VTE Diagnosis and 

Assessment module within UHL’s acute ambulatory DVT service.  

 

After it was determined that service improvement was required the vision of a paperless 

system was born, resulting in a seamless referral and GP communication process, improved 

clinical governance and audit trails. The team at Leicester have been working in 

collaboration with 4S DAWN to produce a DVT Diagnosis & Assessment Module that is 

configured specifically to their workflow.  

 

The whole DVT workflow was put into DAWN in order to get rid of paper, make 

improvements to the old workflow, and audit the service easily. 

 

The completion of questionnaires forms a major part of the DVT assessment process within 

DAWN. This facility enables the collection of important information used in the assessment 

such as the patient’s Wells Score and the documentation of Risk Factors. Being able to 

quickly ascertain the current status of a patient and then being able to see what the next 

step should be is very important. 

 

UHL VTE clinic workflow 

 

The clinic workflow outlined below demonstrates that only 20% of patients scanned actually 

have a DVT. The DAWN DVT module has enabled the clinic to streamline their workload so 

that the team can spend more time with those patients who have a DVT. 

 

 
 



The DAWN VTE module leads the UHL team through established protocols, in the form of 

visual flowcharts, selecting different paths depending on the outcome of patient 

assessments. 

 

Section of DVT Diagnosis & Treatment workflow 

 

 
 

 

The teams from UHL and 4S DAWN have a weekly teleconference to discuss and define 

requirements, develop and test the module with the view to moving forward with a follow-up 

module; a PE module; KPIs & reports; benchmarking and a triennial audit. The overall aim is 

to drive quality, value for money and equitable care.  

 

The DAWN VTE module also enables the team to audit decision making, introduce protocols 

and set up letters that are sent to GPs with all of the relevant patient information including 

any action required by them.  

 

Recent wins for the UHL DVT team are the introduction of Rivaroxaban, doubling the 

ultrasound scan provision from 40-80 slots per week and the continuous active development 

of a paperless VTE system.  

 

The UHL teams and representatives from 4S DAWN recently presented the DAWN VTE 

module via a poster session at the ISTH in Toronto.  

 


